
 

Victorian Gossip and Rumours 

Wednesday 15 June 2016, Loughborough University 

 

Room NN.007, Martin Hall, Loughborough University. Campus maps can be found 

here. Martin Hall is situated in the East Park of the campus. 

Buses leave from outside Loughborough railway station (single to University £2). 

This event is free of charge. Lunch can be obtained at various venues on campus. 

 

PROGRAMME 

10.30am Tea/Coffee and Welcome 

 

11.00 PLENARY: 

Dr Nick Freeman (Loughborough University) 

‘Secrets and Lies: Gossiping about the Naughty Nineties’ 

 

12.00 Comfort break 

12.15 PANEL 1: Scandal and Mass Media 

Hunting for Scandal 

(Margery Masterson, University of Bristol) 

Jumbomania! 

(Peter Yeandle, Loughborough University) 

 

1.15 LUNCH (various venues around campus) 

 

2.15-3.15 PANEL 2: Literacy and Academic Gossip 

‘In what words could she speak to him?’: Literacy, Orality and Silence in George Gissing’s 

Thyrza (1887) 

(Eliza Cubitt, University College London) 

When academics gossip: the search for Constance Naden’s love life (Clare Stainthorp, 

University of Birmingham) 

http://maps.lboro.ac.uk/?l=martin-hall
https://mivssonline.wordpress.com/


 

3.15  Coffee/Tea break 

 

3.45-4.30 DISCUSSION (led by Anne-Marie Beller and Sarah Parker, Loughborough 

University) 

We will discuss the myths, gossip and rumours that we have encountered in the course of our 

research, asking: 

 What might the persistence of such myths tell us about our own uses of the past and 

our appropriation of the Victorians? 

 What part did gossip play in Victorian culture? Is it unavoidable distraction or does 

gossip’s supposed ‘triviality’ cause us to overlook its significance? 

 How did the Victorians represent and negotiate scandal in a society where reputation 

was everything? 

 Are some Victorian writers/figures more damaged by gossip than others? For 

example, is there a gendered element to this? 

 What affect might gossip and rumour have on canonicity? 

 

4.30 End 

Feel free to join us for a drink at a nearby pub. 

  

As usual, travel bursaries will be available to postgraduate students on a first come first 

served basis – there will be 5 bursaries of £20, though if there is not much uptake we may be 

able to provide more help with travel costs to individuals. Please contact Serena Trowbridge 

(Serena.Trowbridge@bcu.ac.uk) if you are interested in applying for a travel bursary. 

MIVSS is supported by the British Association for Victorian Studies. 

 


